CHAPTER VIII

THE BEGINNINGS   OF  NEW  JERSEY

NEW JERSEY, Scheyichbi, as the Indians called it,
or Nova Caesarea, as it was called in the Latin of
its proprietary grant, had a history rather different
from that of other English colonies in America.
Geographically, it had not a few attractions. It
was a good sized dominion surrounded on all sides
but one by water, almost an island domain, se-
cluded and independent. In fact, it was the only
one of the colonies which stood naturally separate
and apart. The others were bounded almost entirely
by artificial or imaginary lines.

It offered an opportunity, one might have sup-
posed, for some dissatisfied religious sect of the
seventeenth century to secure a sanctuary and
keep off all intruders. But at first no one of the
various denominations seems to have fancied it
or chanced upon it. The Puritans disembarked
upon the bleak shores of New England well suited
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